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Konomiya Shrine and Its Surroundings
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\ +" Taga Three Shrines{Circuit

ti=##%t ( Konomiya Shrine )
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Konomiya Shrine, in Binmanji, Taga Town,
is one of the three shrines of the “Taga Three
Shrines Circuit,” a route to visit and pray at three
representative Shinto shrines in Taga Town. The
first shrine is Taga Grand Shrine, an old shrine in
Ohmi, affectionately called “O-Taga-san.” The
second is Konomiya Shrine, at the foot of 333
meter-high Mount Seiryu, known for its “Great
Iwakura or Megalith.” The third, Ohtaki Shrine,
is in a picturesque spot rich with wonderfully
strange and unique rocks and crags by the
Inukami River. These three shrines have

profound connections with human life,

enshrining deities of marriage, long life,
prosperity of descendants (Yama no Kami or

Mountain God), and deities governing water.
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Konomiya Shrine
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The meaning of Konomiya is “old temple,

extremely noble shrine.” Behind the shrine is
Mount Seiryu (“Blue Dragon”), a venerated
mountain, or embodiment of the sacred. Near the
summit is an “iwakura,” a megalithic rock pile
denoting the presence or residence of the kami,
god or spirit, and an ancient well which does not
dry out even in a year of drought. Enshrined at
Konomiya is the kami of the Five Grains,

Kotokatsu Kunikatsu Nagasa no Mikoto,

&#&ell ( Mount Seiryu )

offspring of the first male and first female deities
of Japan, Izanagi no Mikoto and Izanami no
Mikoto. Located within the precincts of the now-
ruined Binmanji Temple, which used to rank with
“kotou sanzan” (“The Three Great Temples of
East Lake Biwa”), its style is typical fusion
Buddhist-Shinto.
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The iwakura is at the summit; the entire mountain is a
“shintaizan,” venerated mountain. Iwakura is also known as

“iwasaka,” referring to “okumiya,” inner shrine.

Z&FE ( Iwakura (Megalith) )
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AN Honden (Main Shrine)
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Burned down by Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582), the
honden was rebuilt by Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1536-

1598), but again lost to fire. The present honden dates
from the time of the building of Taga Grand Shrine in
Kan’ei 15 (1638). Built in the sangensha-nagarizukuri
style (3 bays or intervals between pillars, and roof in a
flowing style), it is a Designated Cultural Heritage
Asset of Shiga Prefecture. Five white lines, denoting

the high social status of the shrine, can be seen on the

+1% (Earthen Wall) wall from in front of the saikan (Purification Building),
looking towards the honden. To the right of the honden are two

hokora (small shrines) and the entrance to the path leading to the

< A > *E e iwakura.
Dainichi-do (Dainichi Hall)

ff;sma%ﬁ@%iéf%ém S HMHORNE DS, AHOKH
IS IET . EROkE Fodd i b haessn
T, MM S 13ena AR ILKE T WO MEEC (R
XTUNB o BRI T - 7t il Fé;ﬁ%;}fi"? Sl
UK - R F 728 5D 5. BROETOM ek 245
(1699) DFLE. IEHIDATEXD{H JV)%EHHIJ i%?]kQEIE(l’?OZD
DD BB KIS, BTN D

Flﬁ Baniz,

AHZE ( Dainichi Hall )

A 3-bay 4-sided building, depicted in the Momoyama Era Taga Mandala. The honzon

(principle image) is Dainichi Nyorai (Mahavairocana) of esoteric Buddhism. At the front is a zushi
(miniature shrine) with a sayabotoke (“sheath Buddha”). The 13cm tainaibutsu (“inside the womb
Buddha”) that was originally placed inside the sayabotoke is now in the Taga town museum. The
hall also contains statues of Chogen, Ganzan Daishi, Kokuuzo Bosatsu, Yakushi Nyorai, and
Fudoumyo-o. The “waniguchi” gong hanging in front of the entrance to the temple hall is inscribed
Genroku 12 (1699). The stone lanterns on either side of the steps are inscribed Houei 2 (1704).
When Binmanji was in flames, the treasures were moved from Houju-in to Dainichi Hall.
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Two layers of kawarabuki (fired clay

roofing tiles) form the irimoya-zukuri (hip-

=& ( Kannon Hall)

and-gable roof) of this 3-bay 4-sided temple.
The honzon is a 1.86m Kannon statue carved out of a natural stone projecting
from under the floor. The legend has it that Prince Shotoku (574-622) found this
unusual rock during his travels and carved it himself.
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To the right of and facing the
honden is the Chinese Gate. Craftwork
depicting a dragon can be seen on the
ceiling when entering from the honden

side and looking back. Shishi lion dogs
carved on the pillars create a sense of
great dignity.

X The style of the gate is T'ang gabled.
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. ~»° Konomiya Jinya Tei-en
V" (Shrine Garden)

faAF B B T &> o 7 B L LUMSR ENEIEAIO4F (1934) 12
DAMEEICIEE SN,

The rinsen (viewing garden with pond),

P.,.

formerly the garden of Fukujuin Temple, was [T
designated a Notable National Garden in Showa 9 =
A= 1L RER
(1934). (Konomiya Shrine Garden)

._4_



( > Mlnuma no Shou (Minuma Manor)
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EIORKRELS XFWIZT TREARE i According to the “Illustration of the Ohmi Minuma
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N # %2 & 3 | Manor” in the Nara Shosouin Repository, Daimon-lke
+# 8 W o
x "‘ﬁi ,E (Daimon Pond) used to be called Minuma Ike, and the
B ke . . . . .
’“; M i | surrounding region contributed bountifully from its
Ce , :
i-‘ % ‘i ;- | agricultural fields (ryouden) to help with the expenses

of the Sentou-e (Thousand Lights Festival) of the
ANk QN NER O R UPV B Sangatsudo Hall (Lotus Hall) of Todaiji in Nara.

Sangatsudo is next to Nigatsudo, well-known for its O-

Mizutori Festival.
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Chogen no Gorintou (Chogen's Pagoda)
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AEwtE (5-ring Pagoda)

After Todaiji Temple was burned by the Taira clan, Chogen (1121-1206) was appointed to

supervise its reconstruction. As he was already of advanced age, he requested Konomiya Shrine to
conduct prayers for longevity. Chogen lived for another 20 years and completed the reconstruction.
In gratitude, he donated a 5-ring pagoda and ashes of the Buddha. The pagoda is an important
cultural property and the original is kept in the Kyoto National Museum.
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There are a number of roads leading to Konomiya.

TG ( Dismount Stone )

the Niou Mon (Deva Kings Gate) of Binmanji Temple are preserved under the Konomiya Bridge

1. Following National Route 307, 5 foundation stones and pillars of

of the Meishin Expressway, identified by a white shrine marker. Passing under the Great Tori-i
Gate, the gravel road up the hill is famed for “chizome no momiji” vivid red maple leaves in the
autumn and splendid scenery. It is a sacred place; the palanquin of the kami is paraded along this
slope during religious festivals.

2. Following National Route 307, identified by a white shrine marker, and facing a tori-i gate
(height 5.4m, pillar width 46cm), on an embankment on the left can be seen a stone engraved with
characters reading en-mei-fuku-ju, (Felicitations for Long Life and Happiness). In front of the
tori-i gate is a gejouseki (dismounting stone), declaring that horses and vehicles are prohibited
within the grounds from there on, erected in 1971. Immedlately to the right of the stone steps
leading to the honden, on the closest
platform, can be seen a lotus design stone
lantern pedestal reputedly from the
Kamakura Era, and to the right a stone
commemorating a gejouseki ascribed to the
hand of calligrapher Ono no Toufuu (894-
966). Because there are several gejouseki
around each tori-i, we can assume there were

several paths to the shrine.
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Furuido (Old Well) & Yake-Ishi no Tsuka (Burnt Rock Mound)
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To the right of the rock with the inlaid description of Binmanji is an old well covered with a
wire mesh lid. The well dates from the time of Binmanji, and it is said that rocks were thrown in
when the temple was burned in
the wars. The rocks were
removed and piled into the
Burnt Rock Mound. To the left

rear is a tall stone lantern.
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V Emperor Go-Kogon Memorial Stone
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A 3 m high pillar commemorating the stay of Northern
Emperor Go-Kogon (1336-1374). According to Shiga
Prefecture Place Names, Ashikaga Yoshiakira (1330-1367) of
the Northern Court, attacked by the Southern Court, fled the
capital to Mino in northern Ohmi with the emperor. Returning
to the capital with the help of Ashikaga Takauji (1305-1358),
Go-Kogon stayed one night at Binmanyji.

RIACBER 2 TP

( Emperor Go-Kogon Memorial Stone)
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Internal and External Shrines

T : [FH+#+# ( Harada Shrine)
##EM+t ( keidai shrines )
Within the keidai (temple and shrine

TE OB (5F - itk O, — MRS grounds, generally the area within the tori-1)
JEDH IR E (BHE) DD . BINDIMIH B of Konomiya Shrine is the hongu (principal
IMEEDMIC Ot Tz I TV, shrine), the iwakura. There are 9 keigai
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fﬁﬁﬁl"]*ﬂ%j‘f{ﬂféﬁﬂzﬁﬁ)‘)\ %A (outside the grounds) shrines. Beside the
OF Qi1 shoVadiis 8 UEd WANNEPY ST i paSti bs e e honden there are presently 2 keidai shrines. A
Il IcOBEIN TS, Kumano Jinja used to be in front of the Niou
BEOMEICIE AL o’CL\%ﬂHﬂ‘%c‘:f@mO)&jé Gate but it was removed for the construction

MR 555 TU B, HIETHIREOBISM e LT3l of the expressway. Keigai shrines enshrine
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f?fi fgﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ JUFERRAL . ARERARAL /LA deities related to the principal enshrined kami.
SRR =72 E DB o These include Hachiman Shrine, Inari Shrine,
Kawagishi Shrine, Kariya Shrine, Koyama

[SA=E#+1IEAE ) Shrine, and Harada Shrine.
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The Remains of Binmanji Temple
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(Ruins of Binmanji Kondo Marker ) ( Ruins of Mt Seiryu Binmanji Marker)

West of Konomiya Shrine is a stone marker erected in Taisho 14 (1925) enscribed “Historical

Landmark - Ruins of Binmanji.” A plateau with pine trees to the left is the remains of Shingai
Castle. Written on a landmark stone on slightly higher ground is “Seiryouzan Binmanji Sekihi”
(Ruins of Mt Seiryu Binmanji) by Tendai head priest Genshin (1841-1920). Terayashiki and

Saifukuji are right under the expressway, and bamboo groves slightly indicate the remains of

Binmanji.
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Beside the highway by Daimon Pond is a memorial
marker for the location of the Batou Tori-1. Beside that is
a stone lantern and memorial inscribed “Konomiya

Daimon O-tabisho” (resting spot during festival

processions). Another
1.6m old stone marker
can be seen on Route
307.

SR APIEIARAR sy
(Festival Procession Resting Spot Marker) |l EEEEEEL (Batou Tori-i Marker)
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Daimon Pond
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The area around the pond is called Minuma-no-
shou. An illustration in the Nara Shosouin Repository
has a label Minuma Ike; it was a “shouen” (manor
estate) of Todaiji Temple.
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In the southeast corner of the Route 307
“Fukujubashi” bridge across the Inukami River,
marked by 2 tall cedars, is the reichi (holy ground) of
Binmanji Dainichi Nyorai, with 2 stone carvings
facing the west. A 1.26m seated figure of Amida
Nyorai is from the mid-Kamakura Era. A smaller Jizo
is thought to be from the Muromachi Period.
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AF3th ( Daimon Pond )

AH#% ( Dainichiba )

Ishibotokedanihaka Ato (Remains of Stone Buddha Valley Graves)
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This cemetery, on the west slope of Mt. Seiryu at
a height of 189m and extending 60m north to south
and 48m east to west, was thought to be in use when
Binmanji was flourishing from the 13th to 16th
centuries. It was designated a National Historical
Monument in Heisei 17 (2005) as the largest

medieval cemetery in Japan.
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Treasures of Konomiya Shrine
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fE#8 ( Written Monogram )

Konomiya Shrine boasts 3 treasures: Chogen Shojou (Chogen’s Letter), Busshari Soushozu
(Chronicle of the Buddha Ashes), Akazome Emon Ganmon (Akazome Emon's Prayer).
Chogen Shojou: The date December 17 is written; the year is unknown but is thought to be 1205.
Chogen apologizes for not being able to visit Binmanji due to his age and pressing business
affairs, and solicits donations from the Binmanji congregation for the chanting of the Lotus Sutra
at the Great Buddha Hall and the 7-Story Pagoda at Todaiji.



{hEF)#8%X ( Chronicle of the Buddha Ashes)
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Busshari 1235, a
chronicle stating that ashes of the Buddha
were received at the time of Emperor
Shirakawa (1053-1129) in the late Heian Era.
Passed on to Taira no Kiyomori (1118-81), 3

Soshozu: From

particles were presented to Binmanji in Bun’ei
1 (1266). The date Bunreki 2, 7th Month, is
written at the very end. The chronicle
speculates that Kiyomori was a love child
(rakuin) of the Emperor.
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Akazome Emon Ganmon: A poem well expressing a mother's thoughts about her child.
Wife of Oe no Masahira, Akazome Emon (c.956-1041) was a contemporary of and held in high
regard by Murasaki Shikibu, and is well-known as the chief compiler of the Eiga Monogatari

(Tale of Flowering Fortunes).
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The 5-ring pagoda and 2 altar cloths.
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EBiYP9X:z1& ( Standing Bishamon )

EEESME ( Half-Lotus Jizo Bosatsu )
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Buddhist holy statues, a copper standing Bishamon, a half-lotus Jizo Bosatsu, temple founder
Jishou Shounin, Chogen, Amida Nyorai (attributed to Jikaku Taishi), Muryoju Nyorai (attributed
to Shotoku Taishi).
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.~ Mikoshi (Palanquin)
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Reconstructed in the Great Reform of 1624-1644, a gorgeous portable shrine adorned with a
hollyhock crest. It is kept in the Mikoshi Kura Storage Building.

## ( Mikoshi (Palanquin) )
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Sarugaku Mimayji Stage

% ( Okina Dance )
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Mentioned in Zeami (1363-1443)’s
Talks on Sarugaku as Mimaji, as Binmanji
was formerly colloquially called, Binmanji
was the homeplace of Ohmi Sarugaku theater.
Six Ohmi sarugaku guilds, including Mimaji’s,
performed (i.e., gave religious service) at
Hiyoshi Shrine (in today’s Otsu), during the
medieval period.
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ZN% ( Tsugai Dance )

During the Heian Era, sarugaku

combined lively acting and comic sketches,
especially word play. It was also performed at
sumo tournaments and at kagaru music events.
In a wider sense, the performances were
religious rituals for requests for and thanks
for agricultural abundance, so it was
appropriate that they were associated with
shrines and temples. Noh and Kyogen theater
developed from sarugaku in the Kamakura
era.
At present, the volunteer Ohmi Sarugaku
Taga Troupe, formed 15 years ago, carries out
a wide range of activities. (*The photos are
from some of the public performances.)
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